
Parents it is an exciting 
time of the year.  Chil-
dren are getting excited 
for Halloween, Thanks-
giving and before you 
know it winter break will 
be upon us.  Speaking of 
Halloween, the Trunk or 
Treat was a great success 
and big thanks goes out 
to all who decorated 
their car and passed out 
the candy, as well as, the 
volunteers who made it 
happen. 

It’s a wonderful time of 

the year in the fall.  

Leaves are changing and 

the so is the weather.  

It’s a time of year when 

we all need a few re-

minders about some of 

the little things.  Inclem-

ent weather is upon us, 

so you may want to tune 

into a few resources dai-

ly so that you may know 

when schools will be 

closed.  Check out the 

website at www.bcps.org 

for weather updates and 

closings.  Follow us on 

twitter to get most up to 

the minute closings 

@teambeachelem.  

When appropriate we 

will send an email and 

phone message out as 

soon as possible.  As al-

ways you can check the 

local news stations. It’s 

also that time of year 

when children should 

wear coats, hats, gloves, 

etc… Let us know if you 

need anything and we 

can probably help out 

with one of those items.   

This time of year also 

reminds us that the quar-

ter has ended and the 

second quarter begins.  If 

you haven’t logged into 

BCPSONE please do.  

This is a very valuable 

parent resource tool.  If 

you are having trouble 

logging into BCPSONE, 

please contact the school 

and let us know so we 

can help.  Report cards 

will be distributed on 

November 13th and par-

ent teacher conference 

day is scheduled for No-

vember 14th.  Teachers 

will be contacting you to 

schedule conference 

times.   

It’s time to set the clocks 

back, which means it’s 

time to check the smoke 

detectors, which means 

it’s getting dark out 

quick.  Please be safe in 

your travels and if you 

should ever have any 

questions or concerns 

please feel free to call or 

stop by the school. 
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Oliver Beach PTA would like to thank 

Maryland Flower and Foliage  on Vin-

cent Farm Road for  the donations of all 

the beautiful fall foliage that is now 

dressing up the front of  our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We  would also like to hank Mrs. Kropp 

and Ms. Pollom for weeding and plant-

ing the flowers in the front of the school 

building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Another special thank you to Mr. 

James, Mrs. Diane and Mrs. Ann for 

their work and efforts to help to keep 

our grounds and school so inviting and 

well maintained.    

 

 

me to help get the word out that the 

drive will continue through November 

7th. Please keep the food coming so that 

we can continue to add items to our 

donation table in the school lobby. We 

hope to be able to give generously to the 

food pantry of our area, Community 

Assistance Network (C.A.N.). 

By now, many of you are aware 

of and have responded to a request for 

donations since we have received a 

wonderful starting collection of food, 

many of the donations contributed dur-

ing the PTA Trunk or Treat event. The 

Fourth Grade Students are helping 

some staff members manage this as a 

character education leadership project 

for their grade and the students want 

The Fall Food Drive 

 

thon Kids program, I have a few 

spots left.  Please send me a mes-

sage through e-mail at ar-

ey@bcps.org if you would like your 

child to participate.  These spots 

will be given on a first come first 

served basis.   

Keep moving! 

Mrs. Amy Rey 

Physical Education 

Greetings Oliver Beach Families!  The 

students are learning and having a 

blast in P.E.  Students in grades K-2 

have been working on locomotor move-

ments (traveling movements).  They 

have been using the movements in a 

variety of games and activities.  Stu-

dents in grades 3-5 have been complet-

ing Fitnessgram assessments.  Fit-

nessgram assessments are health-

related fitness assessments. 

Good News!  If you would like your 

child to participate in the Mara-

Physical Education News 

Special Thank You! 
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Many students have 

demonstrated that they are indeed 

“Wild About Reading!” Our 

school-wide reading program was 

developed to encourage students 

to read independently, both at 

home and in school. Providing 

students opportunities to self-

select books to read and enjoy, 

rather than assigning books ac-

companied by comprehension 

checks, reports, and tests helps to 

foster a lifelong love of reading.  

That love of reading is our key 

focus! 

Each day after reading for 

15 minutes, the students record 1 

step on the reading log.  Students 

are then encouraged to read at 

home for 15-30 minutes, which 

equates to 1 or 2 more steps.  Each 

week teachers collect data with 

regards to # of steps recorded.  

This data is displayed on the walls 

outside of the school cafeteria.  In 

keeping with this year’s theme, 

each grade level personalized a 

different animal to move along the 

walls as reading steps increase.  

Students are also rewarded when 

reaching 100 step milestones.  

Names are read on our live an-

nouncements, along with a small 

session including certificates, pho-

tos, and small prizes.  Students 

who meet the minimum steps, 1 

each school day and 1 each school 

evening (typically 9 in a week), 

will also be recognized quarterly.  

While these rewards are 

motivating to students, recogniz-

ing that students have developed 

an appreciation for reading is the 

true focus of our independent 

reading program.  “The amount of 

free reading done outside of 

school has consistently been 

found to relate to growth in vo-

cabulary, reading comprehension, 

verbal fluency, and general infor-

mation (Anderson, Wilson, and 

Fielding 1988; Greaney 1980; 

Guthrie and Greaney 1991; Tay-

lor, Frye, and Maruyama 1990). 

Students who read independently 

become better readers, score high-

er on achievement tests in all sub-

ject areas, and have greater con-

tent knowledge than those who do 

not (Krashen 1993; Cunningham 

and Stanovich 1991; Stanovich 

and Cunningham 1993). 

We ask that you please 

support your child’s literacy 

growth as you encourage reading, 

discuss books, read with your 

child, and emphasize the im-

portance of reading.  It can be as 

simple as asking, “What book are 

you going to read tonight?  Don’t 

forget to record a step!”  

   
      

By: Mrs. Wise, 

Reading Specialist 

Wild About Reading! 
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 We continue our emphasis on 

positive character as part of our focus 

on appropriate behavior to support stu-

dent learning, safety, and a positive 

climate for all. Our focus during the 

month of September was on the value of 

RESPECT. Since the start of October, 

we have been emphasizing the charac-

ter trait of SELF -CONTROL and we 

have added some new initiatives. In 

addition to school-wide announcements, 

classroom lesson opportunities, and 

individual student pledge sheets for 

each monthly trait, students have the 

opportunity to nominate each other as 

“Soaring Seagulls” as further highlight-

ing the importance of these qualities. 

Blue buckets were distributed to most 

homerooms and a few areas around 

school and contain award slips for stu-

dents to complete. These are being col-

lected regularly so that a few can be 

selected each week to be shared on the 

“School TV” and with all to be displayed 

on a Soaring Seagull Awards wall bulle-

tin board, coming soon. It has already 

been my great pleasure to help some 

students publicly honor others as fine 

examples of role modeling for the rest of 

us at school. There have been many 

wonderful referrals of student Soaring 

Seagulls and I expect to receive many 

more throughout the year! 

Next month’s character trait:    

RESPONSIBILITY 

You will want to carefully read 

options as to how these forms can be de-

livered to make the November 26th dead-

line.  Starting this school year, you have 

the option of completing and sending the 

application on-line if you prefer this pro-

cess to completing and sending a written 

application. Do not forget to enter the 

assessment dates into your calendars for 

specific schools since most schools do re-

quire an audition, test, or portfolio as part 

of their consideration of student eligibil-

ity, depending on the program.  

For further information and for 

the online application, you may review the 

 Tuesday, November 26th is the 

absolute deadline for submitting complet-

ed Magnet Schools applications to the 

Office of Magnet Schools to be eligible for 

consideration for a place in a magnet pro-

gram the next school year. Earlier in the 

school year, information brochures includ-

ing applications were sent home with all 

Pre-Kindergarten students (the BCPS 

Elementary Magnet Schools booklet) and 

all fifth grade students (the BCPS Magnet 

Middle Schools version). Hopefully, fami-

lies took advantage of the visitation and 

other program presentation options that 

had been advertised by the Magnet 

Schools Office.  

Offices of Magnet Schools website: 

www.bcps.org/offices/omp. I have a lim-

ited number of extra print applications if 

you want to request one from me. 

For many of the schools, the of-

fice employs a lottery system to choose 

randomly among eligible students if there 

are more students than there are slots 

available for a particular program. I wish 

our students good luck as they pursue 

particular interests and skills develop-

ment in applying to special programs.  

Magnet Schools Application Process 

screened, and renewing their commit-

ment to follow expectations each school 

year.  

To all those who have partici-

pated in training and those who have 

begun volunteer work already, thank 

you for wanting to contribute your time 

and positive efforts to improve the expe-

riences for our students at Oliver Beach 

Elementary School. Just this first aca-

demic quarter, I have had had the op-

portunity to observe some impactful 

volunteer efforts happening throughout 

this school.  

Melanie McHale – School Counselor 

delay the initiation of screening. The 

BCPS approval process can sometimes 

take several weeks and our own school 

policy continues to be that forms are 

expected no less than one week in ad-

vance of a volunteer job.  

Volunteer training may not be 

required for all positions but is required 

for most, since most volunteer roles at 

our school do involve student interac-

tion. Whether assisting students in the 

classroom, chaperoning a field trip, 

helping students at a PTA or school 

event, or working among pupils with an 

ongoing program at our school, volun-

teers are expected to be trained, 

We are pleased to have, as of 

this printing, names on our official vol-

unteer list. This means that all of those 

people attended either a group training 

or took advantage of the on-line train-

ing option, submitted BOTH a volun-

teer application and training certificate, 

and passed our screening.  

We do have many incomplete 

application files at this time. Please 

remember that we cannot approve any-

one to volunteer without both a proof-

of-training certificate and the complet-

ed volunteer application and it is most 

helpful if you can submit those forms at 

the same time to our office so as not to 

Volunteer Training 

Character Education at Oliver Beach ES 
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  I hope all parents and guardi-

ans will see a flyer coming home with  

students inviting your family to attend 

our annual talent show to raise funds 

for Johns Hopkins Children’s Hospital.  

Students in grades 3, 4, and 5 have been 

recruited to participate in the show by 

donating a skill, talent, or entertain-

ment in the hopes that our audience will 

be pleased to support the event with 

monetary donations, large or small, to 

the BCPS Kids Helping Hopkins pro-

gram that evening. We have many eager 

students excited to perform and fund-

raise for this great cause so please come 

out and enjoy our student performances 

on Friday, November 7th. The doors will 

open at 6:30pm and the show begins at 

6:45pm. 

 Last week at a Kids Helping 

Hopkins event, I had the honor of re-

ceiving an award certificate handed to 

me with thanks by Dr. Dallas Dance, 

Superintendent of Schools, intended to 

be shared with our student and commu-

nity contributors who made last year’s 

OBES Variety Show such a positive 

event and fundraising success. I will 

post this award in our school building 

and so that we can all be reminded to 

be proud that our school has been rec-

ognized and honored in the county for 

our noteworthy citizenship efforts.  

 

 

Variety Show for Kids Helping Hopkins (another Character Education initiative) 

ber 11th. The actors in the show employ 

magic and comedy to engage the inter-

ests of students in this excellent and 

popular program we have been pleased 

to have before at Oliver Beach, though 

some years ago. Students will have the 

pleasure of seeing some special guests 

in student actors recruited from our 

own fifth grade who will participate.  

 I wish to thank the PTA Board 

for their support in providing funding 

for an anti-bullying assembly called 

“Everybody Counts” that was to take 

place this month. Unfortunately, the 

assembly had to be postponed; however, 

we greatly look forward to the oppor-

tunity for our students to receive im-

portant instruction but in a fun and 

memorable way the morning of Novem-

National Anti- Bullying Month 

students reach their teen years, wheth-

er positive or negative. That said, stud-

ies seem to indicate that prevention 

discussions between trusted adults and 

elementary age students are not prema-

ture, but rather, in fact, can be highly 

influential and help students identify 

their values and resist negative peer 

pressure in later years.  

make positive choices as to their health 

and wellness, not just as children, but 

throughout their lives.  

I invite you, as parents and 

guardians, to think about taking this 

opportunity of the national celebration 

to use your own significant influence to 

discuss your own expectations with 

them regarding situations where they 

might be influenced to make poor 

health/mental health choices. Most of 

us understand that the role of peer in-

fluence can intensify in importance as 

Schools throughout the county 

are celebrating National Red Ribbon 

Week during the end of October. Staff 

and students are asked to engage in 

discussion of and activities involving a 

stance against the misuse of substanc-

es. At the elementary level, our instruc-

tion regarding tobacco, alcohol, and 

other drug use may vary in specifics 

according to the developmental level 

range across classrooms, but our overall 

message is one that places responsibil-

ity on the individuals to consider and 

Red Ribbon Week 
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Plans are underway for 

American Education Week 

at Oliver Beach Elementary 

School.  In an effort to spot-

light student achievement 

and acknowledge the effort 

and accomplishments of our 

students, special recognition 

assemblies are being 

planned for each grade.  

These assemblies will take 

place during the visitation 

days of American Education 

Week.  Each grade level will 

have their own special visit-

ation day on which both 

parents and grandparents 

are welcome to come and 

spend the morning in the 

classroom.  The recognition 

assembly will be held at 

10:45 each morning while 

guests are in the building to 

showcase our students’ suc-

cesses.  Please plan to at-

tend your child’s special vis-

itation day and assembly on 

the date listed below. 

Monday, November 17:  

Third Grade 

Tuesday, November 18:  

Second Grade 

Wednesday, November 19:  

First Grade 

Thursday, November 20:  

Fourth and Fifth Grade 

Friday, November 21:  

 Pre-K and Kindergarten 

 

We look forward to celebrat-

ing American Education 

Week together! 

 

*If you are planning to at-

tend, please return the bot-

tom portion of this note to 

school. 

when reading and writing inde-
pendently.  They have enjoyed listen-

ing to stories such as Millie Waits for 

the Mailman and Big Al and 
Shrimpy. If you are interested to 

know more about either story, ask a 
first grader to tell you!  

 

 

 

 

 

 The first graders at OBE have been 
working very hard throughout the 

first marking period!  They are cur-

rently working to identify characteris-
tics of organisms within their science 

unit entitled "Being a Scientist".  Dur-
ing math, they have been exploring 

two-dimensional shapes and working 
to improve their mathematical prob-

lem-solving skills.  In reading, they 

have been identifying story elements 
and working to retell story events 

with greater detail.  Each day they 
have been building their stamina 

 

 

 

 

 

News From First Grade 

American Education Week     November 17 – 21, 2014  
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Grade two will be going to the Mary-

land Zoo on Thursday, November 6.  

They are also working hard on learning 

to be good citizens.  They are working 

on learning Geometry in math and en-

joying reading and getting their steps 

in Wild about Reading. 

News from Grade Two                                          News from Third Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 10, Prekindergarten and 

Kindergarten will be going on their 

field trip to Beachmont Corn Maze and 

Pumpkin Farm.   

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten will be holding their 

Thanksgiving Feast on Friday, Novem-

ber 21 from 9:30 to 10:30 am during 

American Education Week. . 

Kindergarten has been working real 

hard on Numeration 1—10 and 

beginning and ending sounds S, M, P, 

and A. 

Pre-K                                          and                       Kindergarten News 

Fifth Graders will be taking their annu-

al Eco Trekkers trip to Marshy Point 

and Miami Beach on Monday, Novem-

ber 17th.   

 

 

Fourth Graders will be presenting their 

biography projects to parents and 

grandparents on Thursday, November 

20th at 10:15 in the Cafeteria.  We hope 

that you will be able to attend this 

presentation.   

We also want to remind all students 

that their project are due on Monday, 

November 17.   

News from Fourth Grade                                        News from Fifth Grade 

Page 7 Volume 1, Issue 1 

A special thank you to Mrs. Car-

ol Toth for holding a Cursive 

Club for third graders.   



Seagull Shout Outs 

Stacy Bentley, Art Teacher at Oliver 
Beach Elementary was awarded 
“Career Art Elementary” Teacher of 
the year for Baltimore County Public 
Schools at the Maryland Art Educa-
tion Association Conference on Octo-
ber 17, 2014. 

Congratulations Mrs. Bentley!! 

Recognition Ceremony  

100 Steps as of 10/29/14 

Andrew Diveley, Ruby Earll, Briella Edwards, 
Grant Holland, Reese Kropp, Luke Phillips, Ce-
celia Roberts, Christopher Shanahan, Layne 
Bentley, Hunter Blankenship, Brandon Brown, 
Madelyn Hartman, Cody Pollom, Nicco Bohns, 
Kaitlyn Eichelberger, Colin Powers, Austin 
Wolcott, Jordan Collins, Julianna Jones, Kyle 
Mazan, Austen Mezan, Andrew Raynor, Caleb 
Sherman, Luke Wise, Alyssa Cavalier, Laney 
Shanahan, Kayleigh Todd, Rhiley Baugher, Rhys 
Conklin, Caedyn Mitchell, Abigayle Evans 

Wild About Reading 


